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When Simbegwire’s mother died, she was very sad.
Simbegwire’s father did his best to take care of his
daughter. Slowly, they learned to feel happy again,
without Simbegwire’s mother. Every morning they sat
and talked about the day ahead. Every evening they
made dinner together. After they washed the dishes,
Simbegwire’s father helped her with homework.
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“Hello Simbegwire, your father told me a lot about you,”
said Anita. But she did not smile or take the girl’s hand.
Simbegwire’s father was happy and excited. He talked
about the three of them living together, and how good
their life would be. “My child, I hope you will accept Anita
as your mother,” he said.
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The next week, Anita invited Simbegwire, with her
cousins and aunt, to the house for a meal. What a feast!
Anita prepared all of Simbegwire’s favourite foods, and
everyone ate until they were full. Then the children
played while the adults talked. Simbegwire felt happy
and brave. She decided that soon, very soon, she would
return home to live with her father and her stepmother.

17



‘Addeyun sem Jaiybnep siy 1eya asxnou

0) W3S J0U PIp Jayie} s,a1imbaquiis "1y aAeb Jayow
J3y 1ue|q [NyIN0j0d Y3 Sem 110jwod Ajuo JaH “Jauulp
J91je paqg 01 1ybieuls 3uam ays sbulusns ayy ul yiom
|O0YDS 43y Op 03 paJil 00} SEM 3Ys 1Byl SaJoyd pjoyasnoy
Auew 0s Jay aneb ejuy ‘sbuluiow ayi ul Jayiey} Jay Yyim
JIS 01 aw} pey Jabuoj ou ays ‘pabueyd aji| s,a1mbaquuis

=

2 C PN DINCEDNGRHKON F L A2 X F)
VREL TLLOHUL LRRI TS LTt WY

HAYFOBINURHU YT RBIEHCEN12VY

CINEONSCT Y OUVER TS LCERS LS
RCUMGWIR VY AERLIBEI UG 20

CDLNDEFOVYRIHNEVYE "L2OZLCNE

VRYABENGEFOEDNN ) o7 WK —Td Y
AE N PRRHCHIIFYNE I —EE VRIS "~

TENVEN2LCYREMGCL "HNIEOTSL L%

91

‘B}IUY punoJe swue Jay
nd pue Aimo|s paemuoy paddals ays uayy ‘93e} palIIOM
SIY pue Jayiey} Jay 1e payoo| aumbaquis ,¢uiebe A1y saw
19| NOA ||IM,, P31 3ys ,,‘Buoum sem I ‘suo 9331 A1ios os

w,I, ‘puey s,2ambaquuis 10} IN0 paydead ays ‘eluy yim

awied ay ‘Ajjlenjuang ‘Aep A1ans Jay pailsIA Jayle) JoH

YA SR,

ANC RIS —"d "R PPPHF—0 D>C®) el
DT YREIQOY LI CXWURIN S L2 TN
VGILRPICRIVEDIREL L QED N — "B—C9F, °=
MENLNTR) Y =T "DCECT T3

REVQRIIIEY TIREY, UNEVFRIZERER
CLE2YLVNV L% " LRLCXDIH G —"u
‘HS @ LN EXMNSNM b o~ 4<HBRYRED




AHALz>T. BRIAFLIESARET(THEEWFE
L1z, THERIZULAE B WTRWNTE ., STz (3—%E
IZHAEND St S oRT AL DEENE-T-Z X2, B
REAFTDEFHTATLIZ, T2—XRIFFEF->TWWEL
fz=e 7Z—36EL LD >1=2DTT,

After a few months, Simbegwire’s father told them that
he would be away from home for a while. “I have to
travel for my job,” he said. “But I know you will look after
each other.” Simbegwire’s face fell, but her father did
not notice. Anita did not say anything. She was not happy
either.
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Simbegwire was playing with her cousins when she saw
her father from far away. She was scared he might be
angry, so she ran inside the house to hide. But her father
went to her and said, “Simbegwire, you have found a
perfect mother for yourself. One who loves you and
understands you. I am proud of you and I love you.”
They agreed that Simbegwire would stay with her aunt
as long as she wanted to.

15



"19jue|q s,Jayrow Jay buibbny ‘das|s 03 jjasiay

palJd asmbaquuis 3ybiu yoe3 ‘sdeuds may e Ajuo yum
24IMmbaquuis buiaes| ‘poos ay3 JO 1ISOW 31 UPWIOM Y}
‘JaUUIp 1€ puy "Jay Y eluy ‘paulejdwod ays Jo ‘saioyd
J9y ysiuly 3,Upip ays JI ‘a4mbaquis 10} 3siom 106 sbuiyl

HINLOGENGT BT )@
RHYYFOVYRER R ov A7 HE CYRERDY
CENENTESBONGOYERIRIZIN L L2 T LC R

NMAINVBRINVIENGE—Z LW "¢ 2O
PHHEAL LG AARIE—T L TR L (15N BEE
NHANGGNEESHNDER LN ENT>9CRCq
(1 PHEPIHBOA ) L7 " RPULNEREY RED

14"

*24Mbaquiis uass

pey ays I Ino puly 01 abe||IA s,431SIS SIY 01 panuiIuod

9H ‘wWeaJ1s 3yl JO UOIIIBJIP 9YI Ul JUSM pue 3snoy

Y3 Y| Joyieys s,a4ambaquuis ,,12113s 0031 sem I sdeyaad
ng, ‘ples ays ,‘aw 313adsal 03 Jay pajuem [, ‘Aeme unu
pey aJimbaquis eyl pauiejdxs uewom ay] 1ieay Aneay
B Ylm payse ay ,¢euuy ‘pauaddey jeyp,, “Aadws woou
J39Y punoy ay ‘sawoy pauiniaJ Jayies s,aiimbaquiis usymm

=agSXe

LS @GEFT)Y R ENTLN DL LNGEE A S L4
"N ENCEDINDITOY 2L AL NFE RO
Il "REREERYRED T YIAVURLENUR > C
2\ CRCRIYL COIYCYYNUGIRRPINNV &
A4 SN RN R TORIYNBLOFGA S L
ARNE—T o TN R RED. GENXNER)Y RED T L
VIHCRGY " —"L, SN ERCEIIR TN
WEA S LR RS TNEYY RELVA S L4




FATHDE. PRI LIFEHLTLEVWELT.
"BATRITELRD ! ) TZ—RF-T, voRTqL
oL ET)HLE L. KRG EHIADEMIC
TZ—=RDIHE>HhH > T, EMIE-STDICHLENT
LEFWE L1z

One morning, Simbegwire was late getting out of bed.
“You lazy girl!” Anita shouted. She pulled Simbegwire
out of bed. The precious blanket caught on a nail, and
tore in two.
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Simbegwire’s aunt took the child to her own house. She
gave Simbegwire warm food, and tucked her in bed with
her mother’s blanket. That night, Simbegwire cried as
she went to sleep. But they were tears of relief. She knew
her aunt would look after her.
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When it came to evening, she climbed a tall tree near a
stream and made a bed for herself in the branches. As
she went to sleep, she sang: “Maama, maama, maama,
you left me. You left me and never came back. Father
doesn’t love me anymore. Mother, when are you coming
back? You left me.”
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The next morning, Simbegwire sang the song again.
When the women came to wash their clothes at the
stream, they heard the sad song coming from the tall
tree. They thought it was only the wind rustling the
leaves, and carried on with their work. But one of the
women listened very carefully to the song.
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